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PROTOCOLS
Distinguished invited guests; esteemed members of the National Administrative Committee; our courageous and committed women comrades; ladies and gentlemen.
It gives me great pleasure to address this important gathering of our women, whose dedication, resilience and contributions remain indispensable to the strength and progress of our great Union.
The theme of this conference, “Healthy Women, Strong Union: Positioning SSANU Women for Leadership and National Relevance,” is both timely and significant. It reminds us that the strength of any organisation depends not only on its achievements but also on the well-being, capacity and inclusion of its members.
Distinguished Comrades,
A healthy and empowered woman is an invaluable asset to her family, workplace, Union and nation. We must therefore prioritise women's health, welfare and dignity while creating greater opportunities for leadership, mentorship and meaningful participation in decision-making. Our women must not merely have a seat at the table but must possess the capacity, confidence and influence to shape decisions and contribute meaningfully to the progress of our Union, universities and nation. Beyond the university system, SSANU women must continue to assert their relevance and make their voices heard on critical national issues, particularly education, workers' rights, gender equity, good governance and national development.
My Dear Comrades,
Permit me to use this occasion to reflect briefly on our collective struggle that culminated in the historic signing of the 2026 Federal Government/SSANU Agreement on 29th June, 2026. This remarkable achievement was the product of years of persistent negotiations, sacrifices, strategic engagements and unwavering solidarity among our members. The Agreement provides for a 35% salary review through CONTTA, improved allowances and conditions of service, with effect from 1st January, 2026.
However, securing the Agreement was only part of the struggle. Following delays in the payment of arrears, our National Executive Council issued a 14-day ultimatum, which contributed to the Federal Government's release of funds for eight months of CONTTA arrears on 7th October, 2026. While implementation and disbursement have commenced, we remain committed to ensuring full compliance with every provision of the Agreement and settlement of all outstanding entitlements.
This victory belongs to every SSANU member, particularly our courageous women, whose resilience and solidarity contributed immensely to the success of our collective struggle.
It demonstrates what organised labour can accomplish through unity, discipline, constructive engagement and principled determination.
As we celebrate these gains, we must also prepare for the responsibilities ahead. A stronger SSANU requires healthier women, more women in leadership and greater participation by women in shaping the future of our universities and nation.
I therefore urge this conference to produce practical resolutions that will advance women's welfare, strengthen leadership opportunities and deepen their contributions to our Union and society.
On behalf of the National Administrative Committee, I reaffirm our commitment to promoting an inclusive Union where every member, irrespective of gender, has the opportunity to contribute, lead and excel.
When our women are healthy, our Union becomes stronger. When our women lead, our collective future becomes brighter.
I congratulate the National Women Coordinator and her team for organising this important conference and wish you fruitful deliberations.
Long Live SSANU Women!
Long Live SSANU!
Long Live the Federal Republic of Nigeria!
Thank you, and God bless you all.
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